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The March 24, 2010 meeting of the Williamson Central School District Board of Education was opened by 
President Michael Collins.  Under Announcements, Patrick Wright commented on how he read to the 
elementary students for the Reading Incentive Program and he commended the teachers on how well they are 
bringing along the students’ writing.  He also recognized Joanna Alexander and Alice Sharp for their work in 
coordinating individuals to read to the students.  Linda Moll commented that she chaperoned the movie night 
at the high school and recognized Kathy Johnson for providing the movie opportunities for the students.  
Mrs. Ehresman commented on the Senior Citizen performance of the high school production that was very 
well-attended. 
 
Under Reports from District Administrators, Wanda Miller commented on the Learning Fair which featured 
wonderful work by Williamson students and her visit to Mr. Donovan’s classroom where there was active 
learning and a high level of technology use for all of the students.  Anne Ressler recognized Mr. Donovan 
and Mr. Parker whose students finished their biography reports.  The culminating student activity was to 
dress up as the individuals they researched.  She also shared that the building was able to present a check to 
the American Red Cross for the Loose Change for Haiti campaign totaling $452.71.  Kate Taylor thanked 
Mrs. Foss for her outstanding job in completing the MAP testing with students and Doug Lauf recognized 
Mrs. Walker for her celebration of women’s history.  The students have shown great interest in learning 
about their teachers and staff members.  He also recognized Mrs. Johnson for her recent work in bringing 
Border Patrol agents to school with their dog to do presentations for her students.  Wendy Havens 
commended Kiera Carlson, Erina Guilfoil, Emily Knight and Barb Tomeno for their work in developing a 
Universal Pre-Kindergarten brochure for parents.  She also commented on science visits that were held and 
recognized Stephanie Poole, Stephanie Gowan and Joanna Alexander for the positive learning environments 
that they have established for their students. Under the winter sports report, Superintendent Ehresman 
recognized Jim Newby for his hard work with the Wrestling Team over the last two years.  Jeff Kommer 
accomplished over 100 wins this year.  She also recognized Jim Sergeant for his work with the varsity 
basketball team. 
 
Board Committee Reports included updates on the District Team, Buildings and Grounds Committee, 
Learning Fair, Small Ensemble Concert & Art Show and the PTSA Meeting.  PTSA is currently seeking 
nominations for their board for next year.  There is a concern that the organization may fold next year if 
parents do not come forward and participate.  
 
The Board approved several CSE Case Summaries. The Board reviewed the Winter Sports Program and 
Anne Ressler reviewed the K-4 Academic Achievement Report including the high achievement levels of 
students at the elementary school.   
 
Under the Consent Agenda, the Board accepted the retirement resignations of the following individuals: 

• Ellen Prill, English Language Learner Teacher, Elementary School, 14 years of service  
• Steven Murphy, English Teacher, High School, 24 years of service 
• Benjamin Minier, Physical Education Teacher, Elementary School, 36 years of service 
• Linda Shepard, French Teacher, High School, 33 years of service 
• Mark Fiegl, Technology Teacher, High School, 36 years of service 

(OVER) 



They also approved the appointments of Christine Stephens as High School Rehearsal Accompanist for the 
2009-2010 school year; Brian Doran, Technology Student Intern; Mallory Hart, Long Term Substitute for 
Lori Happ, Special Education Teacher, Elementary School and the conditional coaching appointment for 
Ryan Hillegeer, Junior High Baseball. 
 
Under Old Business, Superintendent Ehresman presented an update on the budget process for 2010-2011.   
The district lost $1.1 million in state aid so the district will have to rely on reserves and make cuts in order to 
bring a reasonable budget forward for the next school year.  She reviewed all of the components of the 
budget and indicated cuts for the next year which include retirement positions that are not being filled: 

• Two Elementary Teachers 
• Social Studies Teacher 
• English Teacher 
• Sharing Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy services 
• Elementary Home School Counselor 
• School Psychologist (.4) 
• Two Teaching Assistants 
• In-House Support for Assistive Technology (.5 Speech reduction) 
• One TESOL Teacher (tentative retirement) 

Cuts that have already been made were reviewed as well as other cost-cutting measures including going to 
centralized printing and reducing foreign language classes for students.  With the proposed cuts, the increase 
will be 2.66% on the true tax rate. The two propositions that will be presented at the budget vote are the 
2010-2011 budget proposal and the purchase of one handicapped accessible bus to be paid for with money 
from the Bus Purchase Reserve Fund. 
 
Under New Business, the Board approved the following: 

• paid/unpaid Maternity and Child Rearing leave for Amanda Ryan, Teaching Assistant, High School 
• additional 6 hours per week for Lori Smith, PMHP Child Associate  
• donation of Sears KS Super SLR 35mm Camera from Lynn Hermenet  
• donation of a ProForm Performance Treadmill from Patrick Wright. 
• new course Teachers of Tomorrow at the High School for the 2010-2011 school year 

 
The Board discussed the Town of Williamson Master Plan priorities and agreed that the priority should be 
developing appropriate activities for middle level children for after school and summertime. They appointed 
Michael Collins and Patrick Wright as liaisons to the Town Board and approved the propositions for the 
2010 Budget Hearing.   
 
 
 
 


